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It’s that time of year again. Schools 
are back open and school buses are 
out and about. Reminding our drivers about 
school zones and curious children are only part 
of the equation.  When to stop and when we do 
not need to stop when around these vehicles is 
the other.  

When a bus has its lights flashing yellow it is 
time to slow and cover the brake, they are 
getting ready to stop. When the flashing turns to 
red (and in most cases the stop sign comes out 
from the side) we must come to a complete stop 
if… We are behind the bus on a single or multi-
lane each way undivided street Coming at the 
bus we must stop if on a single or multiple lane 
each way undivided street. If the is a grass or 
raised median the traffic coming at the bus on 
the opposite side does not have to stop but 
should slow and in all cases keep your head on 
a swivel, looking for children. Remember to 
check the laws in your state for any deviation.

Stay safe and keep the SHINY SIDE UP AND THE 
GREASEY SIDE DOWN.
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Christopher Kaliontgis

Florida Area 
Safety Specialist
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DIVIDED HIGHWAY:

Vehicles behind bus MUST stop.
Vehicles traveling in the opposite

direction proceed with caution.

[Unpaved space (Min. 5th.) OR any raised median
or physical barrier.]

TWO-LANE:
Vehicles traveling
in both directions

MUST stop.

MULTI-LANE PAVED ACROSS:
Vehicles traveling
in both directions

MUST stop.


